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1
GAS TURBINE ENGINE FLOW PATH
MEMBER

RELATED APPLICATIONS

The present application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Patent Application No. 61/427,132 filed Dec. 24,2010
which is incorporated herein by reference

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention generally relates to gas turbine
engine flow path components, and more particularly, but not
exclusively, to cooled gas turbine engine blades.

BACKGROUND

Providing gas turbine engine flow path members capable of
being cooled remains an area of interest. Some existing sys-
tems have various shortcomings relative to certain applica-
tions. Accordingly, there remains a need for further contribu-
tions in this area of technology.

SUMMARY

One embodiment of the present invention is a unique gas
turbine engine flow path member. Other embodiments
include apparatuses, systems, devices, hardware, methods,
and combinations for cooling gas turbine engine flow path
members. Further embodiments, forms, features, aspects,
benefits, and advantages of the present application shall
become apparent from the description and figures provided
herewith.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG.
FIG.
FIG.
FIG.
FIG.
FIG.
FIG.
FIG.
FIG.
FIG.
FIG.
FIG.
FIG.

1 depicts one embodiment of a gas turbine engine.
2 depicts one embodiment of a flow path member.
3a depicts one embodiment of a flow path member.
354 depicts one embodiment of a flow path member.
3¢ depicts one embodiment of a flow path member.
4 depicts one embodiment of a flow path member.
5a depicts one embodiment of a flow path member.
5b depicts one embodiment of a flow path member.
5¢ depicts one embodiment of a flow path member.
6a depicts one embodiment of a flow path member.
65 depicts one embodiment of a flow path member.
7a depicts one embodiment of a cooling opening.
7c¢ depicts one embodiment of a cooling opening.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
ILLUSTRATIVE EMBODIMENTS

For the purposes of promoting an understanding of the
principles of the invention, reference will now be made to the
embodiments illustrated in the drawings and specific lan-
guage will be used to describe the same. It will nevertheless
be understood that no limitation of the scope of the invention
is thereby intended. Any alterations and further modifications
in the described embodiments, and any further applications of
the principles of the invention as described herein are con-
templated as would normally occur to one skilled in the art to
which the invention relates.

With reference to FIG. 1, a gas turbine engine 50 is dis-
closed having a compressor 52, combustor 54, and turbine 56.
The gas turbine engine 50 can include a variety of flow paths
and in one non-limiting form includes a flow path that
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traverses through the compressor 52, combustor 54, and tur-
bine 56. The gas turbine engine 50 is depicted as a single
spool turbojet engine in the illustrated embodiment but can
take a variety of forms in other embodiments. To set forth just
afew non-limiting examples, the gas turbine engine 50 can be
a multispool engine in some forms. Additionally and/or alter-
natively, the gas turbine engine 50 can be a turbofan, tur-
boshaft, or turboprop engine. In some embodiments the gas
turbine engine 50 can be an adaptive cycle and/or variable
cycle engine. Furthermore, the gas turbine engine 50 can be
used as a powerplant for an aircraft. As used herein, the term
“aircraft” includes, but is not limited to, helicopters, air-
planes, unmanned space vehicles, fixed wing vehicles, vari-
able wing vehicles, rotary wing vehicles, unmanned combat
aerial vehicles, tailless aircraft, hover crafts, and other air-
borne and/or extraterrestrial (spacecraft) vehicles. Further,
the present inventions are contemplated for utilization in
other applications that may not be coupled with an aircraft
such as, for example, industrial applications, power genera-
tion, pumping sets, naval propulsion, weapon systems, secu-
rity systems, perimeter defense/security systems, and the like
known to one of ordinary skill in the art.

Turning now to FIGS. 2 and 3a-3c¢, various non-limiting
embodiments of a flow path member 58 are disclosed. The
flow path member 58 can be disposed in any flow path in
communication with the gas turbine engine 50 and in one
non-limiting embodiment can be located in a turbomachinery
component of the gas turbine engine 50. The member 58 can
be a rotating member of the turbomachinery component such
as a blade or can be a relatively stationary member such as a
vane. In one non-limiting embodiment the member 58 can
take the form of a rotating turbine blade.

Intheillustrative embodiment the flow path member 58 can
include a curved aecrodynamic shape having a variety of sur-
faces depicted and includes a leading edge and a trailing edge.
In other embodiments the flow path member 58 can take other
forms. The member 58 can extend radially into the flow path
of the gas turbine engine 50 and can have a variety of
attributes such as sweep, stagger, and twist, to set forth just a
few non-limiting examples.

The member 58 includes an extension 60 which is provided
to project from an end 62 of the flow path member 58. In one
non-limiting embodiment the extension 60 is a squealer that
can be used to contact a surface of the gas turbine engine 50
flow path in which the flow path member 58 is disposed. The
extension 60 can take a variety of forms and can project into
the flow path a variety of distances.

The member 58 includes cooling openings 64 provided
near the end 62 between an inner part 66 and an outer part 68
and are used to deliver a cooling fluid to influence tempera-
tures of the member 58. In one form the cooling openings 64
are used to deliver fluid to cool the extension 60 during
operation of the gas turbine engine. The extension 60 can be
set back from an outer side 70 of the member 58 such as to
position a discharge of the cooling openings 64 between the
inner part 66 and the outer part 68. In some embodiments the
extension 60 can be set back from the outer side 70 around the
entire periphery of the extension 60. In further embodiments
the set back can be uniform around the periphery.

The cooling openings 64 can have a variety of shapes and
orientations as will be described below and can be used to
flow cooling fluid from the volume 72 at a variety of rates,
temperatures, and pressures. The volume 72 can receive the
cooling fluid from a variety of sources such as, but not limited
to, the compressor 52. As seen in FI1G. 2, the cooling openings
64 can have a quadrilateral shape in some embodiments.
Other embodiments may have shapes other than quadrilat-
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eral. For example, the cooling openings 64 can have an ellip-
tical shape, or any other shapes. The openings 64 can be
arranged around the member 58 and can be located near any
of the pressure side, suction side, leading edge and trailing
edge portions of the member 58. In one form the cooling
openings 64 are provided around the leading edge, pressure
side, and suction sides. The cooling holes can have a variety
of configurations within the member 58. FIGS. 3a-3¢ which
depict a portion of the member 58 along sightline 3 shown in
FIG. 2 illustrate just a few non-limiting possibilities. FIG. 3a
depicts the cooling openings 64 formed between the inner
part 66 and outer part 68 such that the opening 64 includes a
surface extending from the inner side of the outer part 68 and
a surface extending from the outer side of inner part 66. FIG.
354 depicts the cooling opening 64 having a step formed in the
outer part 68 and material between an outside surface of the
inner part 66 and an inside surface of the outer part 68. FIG.
3¢ depicts the opening 64 formed in the outer part 68.

Turning now to FIGS. 4 and 5a-5¢, an embodiment of the
member 58 is depicted in which the member 58 includes a
walled construction forming a cooling space 74 between the
outer part 68 and the volume 72, and a radial dam 75 sepa-
rating the cooling space 74 from the openings 64. Not all
embodiments having a cooling space 74 need also have the
radial dam 75. The cooling space 74 can be fed via openings
76 formed in the portion disposed between the cooling space
74 and the volume 72. The openings 76 can have a variety of
shapes and sizes and can pass a fluid from the volume 74. A
number of openings 76 can be provided in the member 58 and
they can, but need not, be identical. The outer part 68 can, but
need not, have apertures in which the fluid from the cooling
space 74 is passed. Fluid can pass into the cooling space 74
and provide impingement cooling and/or transpiration cool-
ing to the member 58.

The member 58 of the illustrative embodiment includes
openings 80 through an inner portion of the member 58 lead-
ing to the cooling openings 64. The openings 80 can have a
variety of shapes and sizes and can pass a fluid from the
volume 74. A number of openings 80 can be provided in the
member 58 and they can, but need not, be identical. Further-
more, the openings 80 can have different sizes and shapes
than any other openings provided in the member 58.

In one form of the member 58, the inner part 66 extends
radially away from an end of the member 58 to form the
portion between the outer part 68 and the volume 72.

The openings 80 and cooling openings 64 can have a vari-
ety of configurations within the member 58. FIGS. 5a-5¢
depict a portion of the member 58 along sightline 5 shown in
FIG. 4 and illustrate just a few non-limiting possibilities. FIG.
5a depicts openings 80 providing fluid from the volume 72 to
the cooling openings 64. The cooling openings 64 extend
below the openings 80 and are shaped to increase a cross flow
distance towards the discharge of the cooling openings 64. A
single opening 64 is provided for each cooling opening 64.
FIG. 54 depicts a number of openings 80 providing fluid to a
common space 82 located between pedestals 84 and a surface
86. Recesses 88 can be provided in surface 86. F1G. 5¢ depicts
an opening 80 providing fluid to a space 82 located between
pedestals 84 and the surface 86. The fluid exits through a
number of cooling openings 64. A recess 88 is also provided
in this embodiment.

FIGS. 6a and 65 depict an embodiment of the flow path
member 58 having a laminated construction. The outer mem-
ber 68 is in the form of a coversheet and the inner member 66
is in the form of a spar. Such a laminated construction can be
manufactured using a variety of techniques and can addition-
ally have a variety of features not shown in the illustrated
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embodiment. One non-limiting form of construction includes
fastening the flow path member 58 together using brazing.
The embodiment depicted in FIG. 4 could be made using a
laminated construction in which the portion having the open-
ing 76 and 80 is the spar and extends to form the extension 60.
Layers other than those depicted in FIGS. 64 and 65, as well
as FIG. 4, can be provided.

Turning now to FIGS. 7a and 75, the cooling openings 64
can have a variety of shapes and sizes and extend from an
entrance 90 to a discharge 92. For example, the cooling open-
ings 64 can include a cross sectional area that changes along
the distance of the cooling opening 64. In the two embodi-
ments depicted, the cooling openings 64 include a cross sec-
tional area that changes to provide a diffusion of the fluid
flowing through the cooling openings 64. Not all embodi-
ments, however, need include a diffusion of flow through
cooling openings 64. The embodiment of FIG. 6a, further-
more, includes a quadrilateral shape at the entrance 90 and a
quadrilateral shape at the discharge 92. The embodiment of
FIG. 65, however, includes a round shape at the entrance 90
and a quadrilateral shape at the discharge 92.

Combinations and variations of the flow path member 58,
as well as any portions of the flow path member 58, are
contemplated.

As will be appreciated from the above discussion, the terms
inner part and outer part are used for convenience of descrip-
tion herein and are not meant to be limited to components
separately manufactured and assembled to form the member
58. Some forms of the member 58 can be cast as a unitary
whole, and others can be assembled from parts to form the
member 58. Such assemblies can include, but are not limited
to, laminated constructions as discussed above.

One aspect of the present application provides an apparatus
comprising a gas turbine engine having a fluid cooled airfoil
member disposed in a flow path and having a plurality of
walls extending along a span of the member and enclosing an
open interior, the walls forming a cooling passage therebe-
tween, an inner wall of the plurality of walls extending into
the flow path beyond a portion of an outer wall of the plurality
of walls, and a plurality of apertures in the airfoil member
having an upstream inlet and a downstream exit and operable
to pass a fluid therethrough oriented to cool the inner wall that
extends beyond the portion of the outer wall, wherein the
downstream exits of the apertures are non-circular.

One feature of the present application provides wherein the
inner wall forms a sacrificial rubbing member near the end of
the airfoil member and used in case of contact with a surface
of'the flow path, wherein the inner wall extends radially away
from the rubbing member past an end of the outer wall.

Another feature of the present application provides
wherein the fluid that passes through the plurality of apertures
is air withdrawn from a portion of the gas turbine engine,
wherein the inner wall includes a plurality of openings which
communicate the fluid to the plurality of apertures from the
open interior.

Yet another feature of the present application provides
wherein each of the plurality of openings are in communica-
tion with a corresponding one of the apertures of the plurality
of apertures.

Still yet another feature of the present application provides
wherein the plurality of apertures is oriented to pass fluid in a
spanwise direction from a location between the inner wall and
the outer wall, the inner wall forming a spar of the airfoil
member and the outer wall forming a coversheet.

A further feature of the present application provides
wherein the inner wall includes openings through which cool-
ing fluid is passed from the open interior into the cooling
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passage, wherein the outer wall includes cooling holes
through which the cooling fluid from the open interior is
passed, and wherein the portion of the outer wall is an end of
the outer wall.

A still further feature of the present application further
includes a radial dam in the cooling passage to separate the
cooling passage from the apertures.

Yet still a further feature of the present application provides
wherein the cooling passage is formed between a base (e.g.
reference numeral 77 shown in FIG. 4) of the inner member
and an end of the outer member, the inner member not extend-
ing past an end of the outer member,

Another aspect of the present application provides an appa-
ratus comprising a gas turbine engine having a rotatable tur-
bomachinery component and a flow path through the rotat-
able turbomachinery component, an airflow member
extending into the flow path and having a periphery that
includes a pressure side, suction side, leading edge, and trail-
ing edge, a contact member extending from an end of the
airflow member to provide a sacrificial surface in case of
contact of the airflow member with a wall of the flowpath, a
recess surface between the contact member and the airflow
member, and a plurality of apertures located in the recess
surface and oriented to pass a cooling fluid, the plurality of
apertures include exits adjacent to a surface of the contact
member

One feature of the present application provides wherein the
contact member has a shape that follows the contours of the
periphery, wherein the airflow member is disposed in a tur-
bine of the gas turbine engine, and wherein the recess extends
around the pressure side, suction side, leading edge, and
trailing edge.

Another feature of the present application provides
wherein the plurality of apertures is arranged to pass the
cooling fluid having a streamline in the radial direction.

Yet another feature of the present application provides
wherein the plurality of apertures have an upstream area
smaller than a downstream area.

Still yet another feature of the present application provides
wherein the airflow member includes a cooling pathway
between an inner extending member and an outer extending
member, the inner extending member forming the contact
member.

A further feature of the present application provides
wherein the apertures are quadrilateral in shape and are
formed between the inner extending member and the outer
extending member.

A still further feature of the present application provides
wherein the inner extending member is a spar and the outer
extending member is a coversheet, the coversheet including a
plurality of openings.

Yet still a further feature of the present application further
includes an air flow dam positioned in the cooling pathway,
the inner extending member including openings to permit a
cooling fluid from an interior of the airflow member to pass
into the cooling pathway, the outer extending member includ-
ing openings (e.g. reference numeral 79 in FIG. 4) to permit
the cooling fluid to exit the air flow member.

Yet another aspect of the present application provides an
apparatus comprising a gas turbine engine having a rotating
component capable of altering a pressure of a flow stream
through the rotating component, an airflow device positioned
with the rotating component to pass a fluid flowing through
the gas turbine engine, a rubbing tip set back from an edge of
the airflow device and having a profile similar to the airflow
device, and means for discharging a cooling fluid from the
airflow device radially between the members.
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One feature of the present application provides wherein the
airflow device includes an inner radial member and an outer
radial member, the inner radial member forming the rubbing
tip, and which further includes means for transpiration cool-
ing the airflow device.

Still another aspect of the present application provides a
method comprising operating a gas turbine engine, conveying
a working fluid through a flow path of the gas turbine engine
in which the working fluid encounters an airfoil member
disposed in the flow path, the airfoil member having an inner
member extending along the span of the airfoil member and
overhanging an end of the outer member, the inner member
having an end radially away from the overhanging end and
past the end of the outer member, flowing a cooling fluid from
an interior of the airfoil member to a cooling space radially
away from of the end of the outer member between the inner
member and the outer member, and admitting a cooling fluid
to the overhanging portion of the inner member via a passage
from the interior of the airfoil member.

One feature of the present application provides wherein the
flowing further includes encountering a radial dam disposed
between the cooling space and the cooling fluid admitted to
the overhanging portion.

Another feature of the present application provides
wherein the airfoil member is a laminated construction.

Still another feature of the present application further
includes transpiration cooling the airfoil member.

Yet still another feature of the present application provides
wherein the admitting further includes diffusing the cooling
fluid.

A further feature of the present application further includes
impingement cooling the outer member.

While the invention has been illustrated and described in
detail in the drawings and foregoing description, the same is
to be considered as illustrative and not restrictive in character,
it being understood that only the preferred embodiments have
been shown and described and that all changes and modifi-
cations that come within the spirit of the inventions are
desired to be protected. It should be understood that while the
use of words such as preferable, preferably, preferred or more
preferred utilized in the description above indicate that the
feature so described may be more desirable, it nonetheless
may not be necessary and embodiments lacking the same may
be contemplated as within the scope of the invention, the
scope being defined by the claims that follow. In reading the
claims, it is intended that when words such as an,” “at
least one,” or “at least one portion” are used there is no
intention to limit the claim to only one item unless specifically
stated to the contrary in the claim. When the language “at least
a portion” and/or “a portion” is used the item can include a
portion and/or the entire item unless specifically stated to the
contrary.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus comprising:

a gas turbine engine having a fluid cooled airfoil member
disposed in a flow path and having a plurality of walls
extending along a span of the member and enclosing an
open interior,

the walls forming a cooling passage therebetween,

an inner wall of the plurality of walls extending into the
flow path beyond an end of an outer wall of the plurality
of walls,

a base extending from the inner wall, the base being located
at the end of the outer wall of the fluid cooled airfoil
member and serving as a base portion of a squealer and
serving to enclose the open interior of the fluid cooled
airfoil member; and

PRI
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a plurality of apertures in the airfoil member extending
from the enclosed open interior and having an upstream
inlet and a downstream exit and operable to pass a fluid
therethrough oriented to cool the inner wall that extends
beyond the end of the outer wall,

wherein the downstream exits of the apertures are non-
circular, and

wherein the plurality of apertures extending from the
enclosed open interior are bounded by the inner wall and
the outer wall, and the plurality of apertures extend
around an entire perimeter of the inner wall, the entire
perimeter extending from a trailing edge around a pres-
sure side to a leading edge, and from the leading edge
around a suction side returning to the trailing edge.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the inner wall forms a
sacrificial rubbing member near the end of the airfoil member
and used in case of contact with a surface of the flow path,
wherein the rubbing member of the inner wall extends radi-
ally away from and past the end of the outer wall.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the fluid that passes
through the plurality of apertures is air withdrawn from a
portion of the gas turbine engine, wherein the inner wall
includes a plurality of openings which communicate the fluid
to the plurality of apertures from the open interior.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein each of the down-
stream exits are in communication with a corresponding pas-
sage extending from the open interior.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plurality of aper-
tures is oriented to pass fluid in a spanwise direction from a
location between the inner wall and the outer wall, the inner
wall forming a spar of the airfoil member and the outer wall
forming a coversheet.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the inner wall includes
openings through which cooling fluid is passed from the open
interior into the cooling passage, wherein the outer wall
includes cooling holes through which the cooling fluid from
the open interior is passed.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, which further includes a radial
dam in the cooling passage to separate the cooling passage
from the apertures.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the cooling passage is
formed between the base of the inner wall and an end of the
outer wall.

9. An apparatus comprising:

a gas turbine engine having a rotatable turbomachinery
component and a flow path through the rotatable turbo-
machinery component;

an airflow member extending into the flow path and having
a periphery that includes a pressure side, suction side,
leading edge, and trailing edge;

a contact member extending from an end of the airflow
member to provide a sacrificial surface in case of contact
of the airflow member with a wall of the flowpath, the
contact member having a base used to enclose an open
interior of the airflow member;

a recess surface between the contact member and the air-
flow member; and

a plurality of apertures located in the recess surface and
positioned around all sides of the airflow member, the
plurality of apertures oriented to pass a cooling fluid, the
airflow member including an inner extending member
and an outer extending member, the inner extending
member forming the contact member, the plurality of
apertures include exits having a surface formed by the
contact member and the outer extending member.

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the contact member

has a shape that follows the contours of the periphery, wherein
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the airflow member is disposed in a turbine of the gas turbine
engine, and wherein the recess surface extends around the
pressure side, suction side, leading edge, and trailing edge.

11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the plurality of
apertures is arranged to pass the cooling fluid having a
streamline in the radial direction.

12. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the plurality of
apertures have an upstream area smaller than a downstream
area.

13. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the airflow member
includes a cooling pathway between the inner extending
member and the outer extending member.

14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the apertures are
quadrilateral in shape and are formed between the inner
extending member and the outer extending member.

15. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the inner extending
member is a spar and the outer extending member is a cover-
sheet, the coversheet including a plurality of openings.

16. The apparatus of claim 13, which further includes an air
flow dam positioned in the cooling pathway, the inner extend-
ing member including openings to permit a coding fiuid from
the open interior of the airflow member to pass into the coding
pathway, the outer extending member including openings to
permit the cooling fluid to exit the air flow member.

17. An apparatus comprising:

a gas turbine engine having a rotating component capable
of altering a pressure of a flow stream through the rotat-
ing component;

an airflow device positioned with the rotating component
to pass a fluid flowing through the gas turbine engine, the
airflow device having an interior into which a coding
fluid is provided;

a rubbing tip set back from an edge of the airflow device
and having a profile similar to the airflow device, the
rubbing tip covering the interior of the airflow device to
create an enclosed space for the cooling fluid; and

cooling openings for discharging the cooling fluid from the
airflow device radially between the rubbing tip and the
edge, the cooling openings defined in part by the rubbing
tip and in part by the airflow device and being located
around an entire periphery of the rubbing tip including
pressure and suction sides of the airflow device.

18. The apparatus of claim 17, wherein the airflow device
includes an inner radial member and an outer radial member,
the inner radial member forming the rubbing tip, and which
further includes means for transpiration cooling the airflow
device.

19. A method comprising:

operating a gas turbine engine;

conveying a working fluid through a flow path of the gas
turbine engine in which the working fluid encounters an
airfoil member disposed in the flow path, the airfoil
member having an inner member extending along the
span of the airfoil member and overhanging an end of an
outer member, the overhanging portion of the inner
member having an end radially away from and past the
end of the outer member;

flowing a cooling fluid from an enclosed interior of the
airfoil member to a cooling space radially away from the
end of the outer member between the inner member and
the outer member, the enclosed interior bounded at a
radial end of the airfoil member by the overhanging
portion of the inner member and a base portion extend-
ing from the inner member; and

admitting a cooling fluid to flow past the overhanging
portion of the inner member via at least one passage that
uses a surface of the inner member and a surface of the
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outer member, the admitting originating from the
enclosed interior of the airfoil member, wherein the at
least one passage includes a plurality of passages located
around the entire perimeter extent of the airfoil member.

20. The method of dam 19, wherein the flowing further
includes encountering a radial dam disposed between the
cooling space and the cooling fluid admitted to the overhang-
ing portion.

21. The method of claim 19, wherein the conveying
includes conveying a working fluid through the flow path in
which the working fluid encounters the airfoil member in
which the airfoil member has a laminated construction.

22. The method of claim 19, which further includes tran-
spiration cooling the airfoil member.

23. The method of claim 19, wherein the admitting further
includes diffusing the cooling fluid.

24. The method of claim 19, which further includes
impingement cooling the outer member.

#* #* #* #* #*
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